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Fire! Fire! What terrible words to hear when one wakes up in a strange house in 

the middle of the night! It was a large, old, wooden house the sort that burns 

beautifully and my room was on the top floor. I jumped out of bed, opened the 

door and stepped out into the passage. It was full of thick smoke. 

I began to run, but as I was still only half-awake, instead of going towards the 

stairs I went in the opposite direction. The smoke grew thicker and I could see 

flames all around. The floor became hot under my bare feet. I found an open door 

and ran into a room to get to the window. But before I could reach it, one of my 

feet caught in something soft and I fell down. The thing I had fallen over felt like a 

bundle of clothes, and I picked it up to protect my face from the smoke and heat. 

Just then the floor gave way under me and I crashed to the floor below with 

pieces of burning wood all around me.  

I saw a flaming doorway in front, put the bundle over my face and ran. My feet 

burned me terribly, but I got through. As I reached the cold air outside, my bundle 

of clothes gave a thin cry. I nearly dropped it in my surprise. Then I saw a crowd 

gathered in the street. A woman in a night-dress and a borrowed man’s coat 

screamed as she saw me and came running madly. 

“My baby! My baby!” she cried. The crowd cheered wildly as she took the smoke-

blackened bundle out of my arms. I had some difficulty in recognizing her. She 

was the Mayor’s wife, and I had saved her baby. I was a hero! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1-Answer the following questions: 

1-1 Why didn’t the writer run straight to the stairs? 

 He was still only half-awake 

1-2 For what reason did he pick up the bundle he had fallen over? picked it up 

to protect his face from the smoke and heat 

 

1-3 Why was it terrible on this occasion to hear the cry of fire? 

 

He was in a strange house in the middle of the night! It was a large, old, 

wooden house the sort that burns beautifully and his room was on the top 

floor. 

 

2-Choose the right meaning from the words between brackets: 

2-1 Terrible (very bad- happy- interesting) 

2-2 Opposite (completely different- the same- equal) 

2-3   stairs (a set of steps from a level to another- bags- pursues) 

2-4   Bundle ( things tied together- things separated- things randomly arranged) 

3-Do as shown in brackets: 

3-1 None of the boys (is) here.          ( use the correct form of the verb) 

3-2 There (isn’t-aren’t) any letters in the mail for you. (choose the correct answer) 

3-3 Mathematics is easy for her.  Physics ……… is easy for her too.(  complete 

using a suitable word) 

3-4   She…can… do it.       ( use  a modal to express ability) 

3-5 Would you mind if I closed the window?( write a response) 



No, not at all. 

No, that would be fine. 

 

4-Translate the following into Arabic: 

Old age always been thought of as the worst age to be, but it is not necessary for 

the old to be unhappy.  With old age should come wisdom and the ability to help 

others with advice wisely given. The old can have the Joy of seeing their children 

making progress in life; they can watch their grandchildren growing up around 

them and feel the happiness of having come through the battle of life safely. 

لكن ليس بالضرورة أن ترتبط  ,نيعتقد أن الكبر هو أسوأ مرحلة عمرية في حياة الإنسا

بالنصح والقدرة علي مساعدة الآخرين , فمع التقدم في العمر تأتي الحكمة. الكهولة بالتعاسة

ويمكن للكبار ان يستمتعوا  برؤية أولادهم يحرزون تقدما في حياتهم ويمكنهم متابعة . الحكيم

.الحياة بأمان نمو أحفادهم حولهم كما يسعدون لأنهم نجحوا في اجتياز معركة  

 

 


