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Of the countries surveyed, the proportion of foreign students in the
total student population varies. A relatively high proportion of
international students is characterized by higher education in
Australia, Belgium, Switzerland, Lebanon, the United Kingdom, and
Austria. Among registered foreign students, men tend to be more
numerous than women. However, the difference is generally small.
In fact, the increasing presence of women among foreign students

.is a trend witnessed by many recipient countries in the recent past

International students often come from countries with

geographical, historical, linguistic or institutional links with host



countries. The major student beneficiary countries in Africa and
Asia attract the majority of students in the region and serve as the
regional center for higher education. It is likely that the regional
integration of Europe has enhanced the international mobility of
students within the EU. Institutional linkages remain close among
countries with economies in transition. Thus, in the Russian

Federation

The highest proportion of foreign students is established in the .

successor States of the former Soviet Union

Socialist Republics (USSR) The majority of Asian students have
distinguished the migration of students to traditional migration

.countries

Only a few decades ago, immigration for education was seen as an
opportunity for its chosen electorate, who were often expected to
study to win the public rather than the individual. Many foreign
countries entered with educational assistance and, on their return,
were expected to become leaders who maintained close political
and commercial relations with the country in which they studied
(Burgas, 2002; Shaw and Hawthorne, 1996). But recently, student
migration, with its increasing complexity, has developed its own
driving force. Increasingly, students' migration has paved the way

.for permanent settlement or for migrant labor
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THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN

EDUCATION AND FERTILITY

ducation plays an important role in improving overall economic

and social status, which greatly influences the number and spacing

of children desired and eventually attained. This role has been recognized
and emphasized at the United Nations conferences on population,
notably at the International Conference on Population and Development
held in Cairo in 1994.

Recent survey data show that education continues to exert a significant
influence on fertility levels, preferences and regulation. At the

aggregate level, countries with higher literacy rates and overall
educational

attainment have lower total fertility rates (TFRSs) than countries

whose populations have lower education levels. The effect of a country’s
overall level of education on its TFR exists in both developing and
developed

_2-
countries. Moreover, this effect continues to be significant when
other characteristics are controlled for.

Within developing countries, fertility — both current and completed

— decreases as educational attainment increases. With a very few
exceptions, current fertility levels (TFRs) decrease from one educational
level to the next. Available data from 69 countries .

11. Latin America and the Caribbean, sub-Saharan Africa and Western
Asia display the largest differentials: in these regions, women with a
secondary

or higher education ultimately have about 3 children fewer than

women with no education. In Northern Africa, South-central Asia and
South-eastern Asia, the difference in completed fertility between the most
educated group and the group with no education is lower, usually
between

1 and 2 children. Of course, these regional fertility differentials by
education

mask wide disparities among countries. The countries with the narrowest
fertility gaps between the two extreme educational groups are generally
countries whose fertility levels are already quite low.

Differentials in fertility by educational level also appear in developed



countries. However, the fertility differentials by education exhibit

two major differences from those found in the developing countries. First,
the gap in completed fertility between women in the lowest educational
group and those in the highest educational group is smaller in developed
countries than in developing countries — usually less than 1 child — an
outcome related to the overall low level of fertility in the developed
countries.

Second, fertility differentials by education have become less pronounced
In many countries, such as Canada, Belgium, Hungary, Italy,

Latvia, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden, where women in
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