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Palestinian Diaspora and Loss of Identity versus Israeli Insecurity and
Alienation:
A Comparative Study of Ghassan Kanafani's Returning to Haifa, Susan
Abulhawa's Mornings in Jenin and David Grossman's To the End of the
Land

The study discusses the representation and effects of the Arab-Israeli
conflict in three anti-war novels. The study deals with selected works of the
Palestinian and the Israeli literature. The conflict has resulted in many great
catastrophes for both sides.

The thesis focuses on the representation of war and its effects according
to two opposing points of view; the Israeli and the Palestinian. It tries to give an
impartial account of every party's viewpoint of the conflict and of the other's
image. It deals with three novels: David Grossman's To the End of the Land
(2010), Ghassan Kanafani's Returning to Haifa (1970) and Susan Abulhawa's
Mornings in Jenin (2010). The thesis reflects the ill effects of war and conflict
on societies and peoples. It deals with themes of Diaspora, dispossession,
victimization, heroism, loss of identity, alienation and insecurity. It tries to
prove that there is a wide gap between the two parties, a gap between two
extremes. This gap is not only political but it is also religious, cultural,
ideological and social.

Ghassan Kanafani (1936-1972) is not only trying to dramatize a universal

human experience, the tragedy of a mother losing her child, but Returning to



Haifa, like much of Kanafani's writing, is a form of agitprop that is recruited to
serve a cause , in this case, the Palestinian cause of the time. Grossman's 7o the
End of the Land is playing a similar role in trying to serve the Zionist
movement. Artists on both sides were hoping to mobilize national and
international support by dramatizing their respective national narratives.

As for Palestine, many great Palestinian families were forced to leave
their land. They were evacuated from their homes and orange and olive farms to
be inhabited by the migrant Jews who came to settle in the Promised Land.
Diaspora is the concept used in a completely different way deviated from its
normal original relation to the Jews. The study applies the term" Diaspora" to

the Palestinians but not the Israelis:



Al )l (adla

OV s Al 55 "l  ile” (SIS Gl 4 55 (G A5 )lae Al o Al ) J sl
N oY g AP Qe s a2 A 55 " Cpia (A rLuall' ) sel)

NN gl 5l s A el L ) 1 ema YA EA (o e Al ) AT
A P ] [P ¥4 SRR 5 U [ [P . U S EONE LSV | -2/ S SRS JUNIITY
SR yaac olgil g culi Bl Ayl o Kl Qe YA EA A Guida A A il
i VA EA A ()l il > WD A ally Ll dida Wil ol )Y 8 (LY
ohanls (o e ALl ) Al sall saY

ol all S e g yally el gl ol Al Jlan LS

APV ] U] [ WOV I SFON | [ S [P ol W R - B P ¥4 PR | U B

aainall o 581 H e SN g LGVL Hgn il ane g ap Al Sl Ay b 58
sl Lial B g (5 65 () e Jaa OIS (1S (&l ie YL Ll )

Cia el gy G e g g G o all Jdaill e Al ) 2 e
=0 A sel) A )l o sgia s " Ldia N aile" SLES A g, 6 clidl jaltae L
Dl are 5l e V) o sghe Jlia by Vgl oY " pia A mlall A
"o ¥ Dl (AN s s a4l B YL

' O gn A5 (A Dluad il il Jalall 4y plas e 4yl 5 1) aaiad LS
o Claddl) e el g all 5 pall a5l mo il dlld g ' s, ¥ Lilg

Ao Ay Lol ) acina) 5 duald Zioay 4yl )



iy jall o g lodld)l A adiall gl A alA 5 J g ao )yl 5 dadie 8 Al ) oS

LaS ) eyl gyl 8 Ll ol iy ) At j)l Cile s gall 5 HISEY) GlIAS g Al jall



N

r_fj 4 : \

Lty dingly laM1ZS

Leds Anals
QlaY) Alg
Ll g 4 alady) Aall) and

skl gl ase g il ) QI YY) Jilia 4y gl (yladE g udacddl) clii)
|56 gl g A guy "t L N dile " A (e Al g ¢ A e Al )0

"l )Y Llgd A" Sy b Ayl g 9" s A plualt!

(omintd | 3 guone 59| 5 aboi

ol Juaal ) i lallaig (0 5305 L W b — ot el | i (o] o b et b b 3

B dwomitel |t 6 i | 0 — et 3 i ]y & i U1 4 53

-

d\ﬂ\&\u

s eiel | S /9 Sguied | Gl gt /3
Sl ¥ i dd] {3t} Sk i ) 25 a3 ent]

St Guied | Sutets - NERT WL



AR



